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AN EARLY HOMILY ON THE DEVIL ASCRIBED
TO ATHANASIUS OF ALEXANDRIA

- The following text on the deceits of the devil and the evils of
idolatry is found in a single manuscript: Milan, Ambrosiana Gr. 233,
D 51 sup., paper, fifteenth century. The scribe was a careless copyist
and appears to have had an inaccurate knowledge of Greek in spite of
his well-trained hand. He copied from an archetype which was either
full of lacunae or so difficuit to read that he omitted words and whole
phrases and blundered occasionally into the most infelicitous emenda-
tions. The manuscript contains twenty-three treatises, most of which
are attributed to Athanasius :—

1. Contra gentes, P. G. xxv 4 ff.

2. De fallacia diaboli (herewith published).

3. De fide. The text is the De Incarnatione Verdi, P. G. xxv g5 ff,
and in the Short Recension represented by Athens, National Library,
Cod. 428; Mt. Athos, Dochiariou, Cod. 78 ; Rome, Vat. Syr. 104. Cf.
Rev. dhistoire ecclésiastique xxi pp. 525 ff; Harvard Theological Review
Xix pp. 259 ff, xxiii pp. 51 ff. The text of Contra gentes in this manu-
script is also that of the Short Recension.

4. Ad Afros episcopos, P. G. xxvi 1029 ff.

5. De fuga, P. G. xxv 643 ff. The text is fragmentary.

6. Ad Maximum, P. G. xxvi 1085 ff, cf. (20).

7. De semente, P. G. xxvill 144 ff; cf. E. Schwartz ¢ Der sogenannte
Sermo maior de fide des Athanasius’, Sitzungsberichte der Bayerischen
Akademie der Wissenschaften 1924, 6 Abhandlung, p. 44.

8. Ad jovianum, P. G. xxvi 813 ff, cf. (22).

9. In Canticum Canticorum, P. G. xxvii 1349 ff, cf. Schwartz op. cit.
pP- 44. A quotation from a treatise with a similar title is found in the
Armenian catena, ‘The Seal of Faith’; cf. J. Lebon Rev. &’kistoire
ecclésiastique Xxv p. g.

1. [n tllud, Omnis iniguitas &c., Mt. xii 32. This is printed as
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a part of Epistola iv ad Serapionem, P. G. xxvi 648, mepi 8¢ ob ypddwv, &c.,
and is found in this form in Greek, Syriac, and Armenian manuscripts.

11. De patientia, P. G. xxvi 1297 ff; cf. Schwartz op. cit. p. 45.

12. Ephraemi Syri /n margaritam etc., Assemani’s edition, II
pp. 259 fi.

13. Athanasii Adversus Theopaschitas, Inc. eis Oeds dbfdvaros, dopatos
&c. Des. 5 kafohiky) kai drooroliky pmikTnp) Nudv Te Kai Yudv éxkAnoia.

14. Eugenii diaconi Expositio fidei ad Athanasium, Montfaucon,
Collectio nova 11, 1—4.

15. Ad Epictetum, P. G. xxvi 1049 ff.

16. Ad Palladium, P. G. xxvi 1168 ff.

17. Tomus ad Antiockenos, P. G. xxvi 796.

18. Quod unus sit Christus, P. G. xxviii 121.

19. Ad Adelphium, P. G. xxvi 1071.

20. Ad Maximum, P. G. xxvi 1085 ff, cf. (6).

21. De Incarnatione et contra Arianos, P. G. xxvi 984.

22. Ad Jovianum, P. G. xxvi 813 ff, cf. (8).

23. De Incarnatione Dei Verdi, P. G. xxviii 25 ff.

The repetitions as well as the mixed selection of subjects shew that
the scribe had more than one archetype before him. Nos. 17-20
follow the order of Paris, Bibliothé¢que Nationale, Coislin 45 (12, 14, 15,
16); and 21, 22 are in reverse order to Basel Gr. 32 (73, 74). Nos. 12-14
do not appear in other collections of Athanasian writings® and the
order of nos. 1-r11 is without parallel.? The interpolation of De
Jallacia diaboli between Contra gentes and De Incarnatione is peculiar
and was made by some one who must have overlooked the patent
fact that Contra gentes and De Incarnatione are two parts of the same
work.

The internal evidence is less complicated. The allusion to the ‘ holy
place’ in c. 2 shews that De fallacia is a sermon actually preached in

v Cf. ZZN.T.IV. xxx (1931), pp. 49 fl.

% In his study of the fragments of the Sermio masor de fide Schwartz pointed out
that nos. 1-11 are all, with the exception of 1 and 2, quoted in the catena in
Laur. iv 23. No. 9 is found only in the Ambrosian codex, and the titles of 3
and 10 are peculiar to that manuscript and the catena. He therefore concluded
that the quotations in the catena were made from a corpus identical with 1, 3-11
and, as he assigned the catena to the fifth century, he believed it possible to date
the corpus in or before the same period. The fact that no quotations from De
fallacia diaboli occur in the catena is scarcely a reason for excluding it from this
hypothetical corpus, for the same is true of 1; but the whole question requires
further investigation, especially with reference to the textual affinities of the manu-
script. In Contra gentes and De Incarnatione it followed an archetype very closely
allied to that of Athens, National Library 428, although the corpora of the two
manuscripts are obviously independent.
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a church. In spite of the occasional use of current rhetorical devices,
the style is hortatory and popular rather than literary,! the vocabulary
is limited and repetitious,” and the sentences are sometimes so loosely
constructed as to suggest that they may have been taken down from
delivery rather than written beforehand. There is a surprising paucity
of biblical quotations and references® and the condemnation of
Paganism is based on the dishonour done to the supreme God by the
brutal and licentious elements in Greek mythology. There is no
systematic exposition of doctrine and the christology is strikingly
simple.* The main charge against the devil is that since the time of
Adam and Eve he has been responsible for the spread of error and that
Paganism is his creation.® If the stories of the gods are true, they
disprove divinity ; if they are taken allegorically, their substance is
unedifying and immoral.5 The mythological illustrations are common-
place and include well-known tales of Zeus and Apollo.”

Several points of detail deserve special notice: §.9 épéyeray, cf. infra
5. 37; Plato Phaedo p. 65 c (discussing the soul), Aoyilerar 8¢ yé mov
T0Te kdAAioTa, OTaV alTyv ToUTwy pmdev mapadumy, mire dkoy pire Syis
pre dAyndov undé Tis Ndovi, AN’ OTL pdhiora adry xal adTyy yiyvyrad
éboga xaipew 10 odpa, kal xal’ Goov Suvatar my kowwvovoa adTd wnd
arTouévn Opéynrar Tob dvros, also p. 75. Ep. IL. 312€ % olv dvbpwmim
Yuxi) wepl adTd Spéyerar pabelv wol drra éorlv, BAémovoa els Ta adTis
ovyyevi), Gv ovdev ixavds éxer. Plotinus Ennead 1. 6. 7 avaBatéov olv
md\w émri 16 dyabdv, ob Spéyerar mwica Yuxij. Clemens Alexandrinus
Strom. vii. 38. 3.

5. 12 eipappuévyy, cf. Clemens Alexandrinus Excerpta ex Theodoto 69,
7 €ipappuévy éoTl 0Uvodos woOAAGY kal évavriwv Suvduewv, altar 8¢ elow

1 On the influence of rhetoric on Christian homiletics, especially in the fourth
century, cf. E. Norden Dise antike Kunstprosa, Berlin 1909, ii pp. 513 ff, Catholic
University of America Patristic Studies, vols. 2, 5, 13, 17, 22.

2 aloxpds: §.19, 5.23, 5. 35, - 24y 7- 39, 8.23, 9. 10; dAXoTpidw : 4. 3, 4.9, 5. 2,
6. 28; dnuovpynua: 5.1, 5.4, 5. 59 5. 75 5. 14, 0. 17, 6. 29 (cf. 7.22); Aéfes karai : 5. 13,
5.28 (cf. 5.31), 8.12; dvéxw : 5.18, 5. 24, 6. 2, 8.2,9.16; meprepyd(w : 5.33, 6. 10;
dorém: 5.38,0.17, 10.16; droarepém: 5.6, 5.11,6.7,6.18, 6. 19; éuBdArw: 4.4,
5.31, 6.32; éxAvéuevos od karerauBaver: 8.19,20 (cf. 8.29,30). The devil is
regularly called ¢ 8:dBolos: 4.1, 6. 10, 6. 32, but appears once as 6 movnpds : 4. 5-6,
and once as the principle of evil, kaxia, 4. 8.

3 This isin marked contrast both with Athanasius’s dogmatic writings and with
the sermons attributed to him.

4 Cf. 10.29-30ff. The expression obx Guoiés oov is to be taken simply and
without technical theological implications.

8 Illustrative passages are conveniently collected in E. Mangenot’s article ¢ Démon
d’apres les Peéres’, Dictionnaire de Theéologie catholique iv 339 ff.

8 Cf. J. Geficken Zwei griechische Apologeten, Berlin 1907, pp. xviff.

7 Cf. 5. 40, 7. 32, 7. 35, 8.20.
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ddpator kal davels, ékrpowedovaar Ty TV doTpwv dopav kai O ékelvwy
moAiTEVOpEVaL.
5. 17 6 obpavos yewva, cf. Hesiod Zkeog. 4345,
. at & dpBporov doaav icloar
Ocdv yévos aidotov mparov kelovaw doudy
¢ dpxms, ovs Data kai Odpaves edpvs erwrev,
ol T éx Tdv éyévovto feol, SwTipes édwv. Cf. 208.
5.2I ovx va, &c. I have not been able to identify this quotation.
It is found neither in the canonical letters nor in the extant apocrypha.
The people addressed in the homily were standing on the threshold
of Christianity. Their devotion to the new religion was assumed but
their Pagan associations were still fresh and potentially dangerous. On
grounds of style and literary composition Athanasian authorship is
improbable. The remarks at the beginning of c. 8 shew that sacrifices
to the gods were still a common practice but, if ra Aelyava in 8.24 be
the remains of Pagan temples, attacks on these shrines had already
begun. The simplicity of the christology suggests an early date, but
this should not be pressed, as the example of Serapion shews that all
post-Nicene authors were not eager to force the latest catchwords of
theological controversy on the faithful.® In spite of its relatively
mediocre character the sermon is not without a certain charm, for it
affords a lively picture of a preacher devoid of extraordinary talents
fighting an outworn religion with the fresh enthusiasm of a new and
vigorous faith. R. P. Casky.

Tod ad70v "Afavaciov dpyiemokdmov *Alefavdpeias’
"Eé&nynos mepl s amdrns Tov dtaBoNov kal TS
TAAYYSs TOV €lddAwv.

1. "Oca 6 8udBolos Tapewojveyke 74 yéver Tov dvbpdmev dewny dreliy,
kaTd TOD fperépov yévous ¢ dpxis ouveskevdoaro kal Ty mwovypiav kad
npdv éunxavijcaro. feod yap Tob movjoavros nuas HANoTpiwoey, TapadelTov
npas é&éfalev, Gavdre Nuas mapadédwkev, dpaprias évéBalev, Pphopav Nuiv

5 mpovéévnaey, wovovs Nuiv érevonoev' TovTwy TRV Kakdv (Yuds) évémAnoev 6
wovnpds, TovTwy éppvaato 6 dyabos feds, det d¢ épikerbar kal wovyplav, va
yvévres mpos Tive éxopev dopaliwodpela. abrois yap kalds yéyovev xal’
NUOV . . . Kokia TOls KekoTunuévols mpovéérmaev dxoopuiav, wpoléuevos yap
npds Oeod Tov dyabod dAAoTpbaat, Tayidas ovverTioTaTo Nuiv did TE 0Vparoy

10 kat dépos kai yis kai Galdaons, iva Gmov dvavevocwpev 3) wepioTpadOueEy,

2 kai] de

! Cf. R. P. Casey ‘Serapion of Thmuis, Against the Manichees’, Harvard 1heo-
logical Studies xv, pp. 24-25.
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repAnpdioper ols cuveokevdoaro. Oewprioasyiap St kadd T dnpovpyipata,
Tpdrows TovTos Erexelpnaev fuds Tod Snpuovpyod draldotpdbrat.  Aapmpds,
Poiv, & odpavés, kexpioopar adr@, droxpioopar adrd eis T oKoticar Kai
7hos paivy, éorw oxorewds Tois avfpdmors' kal T Tdéw TGV dnuovpyn-
pdrwv s drafiav kb Hudv kaborhaer, 7o yip kat obpavov rév dnpiovpyn- §
pdrov kdA\y Srodeioy dreaTépnaey uds TOV TPOTKUVEW TOV TOMTIY Kal
dpévres Tov Snuovpydv omnpev els Ta Snuiovpyrpara kai véyovev Nuiv 7
rifis els drafiav kal & kbopos €is dxooplav kal 70 Gds els okoTOS KAL TA
roujpara eis mpoakuvipata. éredn pioe dpéyerar ) Yuxn kalov, Oeacduevos
eis 7( kdv dvévevkev 1) Yuxi, kdAAy Pmokpioe. mwpoteivel, va TAV KaAAioTwy 10
dmoorepnly’ mepibels 8¢ (wiorw) 16 dpdpw TdYV doTpwv kal Ty Talw TV
kar’ odpavdv Yevdds elpapuévmy éxdhecer Ty wpdvoww ékfalwv, va pi
étdpeba Oed BovAipevor aalechar kai & xp1) émlyrijou mapa feot, TaiTa,
¢yoi, mdvra wapd Tév dorpwv {Tel, ukodavrijoas To Snmovpyiuara, va
un Lymbp & Snuovpyroas' kai Aéfes xkalas Tols mouprais évdovs Kai 15
oxjpara émrerndevpéva meplbels xai T Ndovy) Tov pubwy TO Yevdos kpuyas
Pnaiv, 6 odpavos yerva.

2. Kapod dvéxeobar pynpovedovros pifwv év raipd’ olx va pavd TOV
dywov Témov aioxpdy pympovelow, GAN o T4 aioxpd évravba éleyxbévra
é\evfepdioy Tovs KkaTexopévovs TN dmwary. oV yap 6 awéaTolos KaTwWKVNTEV 20
pynpovedrar T& dmwd Tév wpdéewv patda (kai) Supynoacor, ol va,”
dnolv, “ratra pdboper, AN va Tovrev é\evbepbuer” TO yap ‘“ @ppeves Rom. i 27
dppeat Ty doxnpoatvy karepyalpevor”, aloxpa mwpatis kal ob Geuvov TO
phpa, dvaykala 8¢ % Oepamela. was yop 6 fepamedwy é\kos dvéxerar
Suawdlas, podvve Tas xeipas' éav yap pelvooe xabapai ai xeipes, émipéves 1) 35
vourj. émel tolvuv 7o Yebdos éXéyfar 8el, iva dpavy) 6 Eeyxos. . . . éoLkev
yap & wovnpds Tois 76 Bavdgipa Pdppaxa ddolaw yAvkéow éxmopaoy,
orws kal adrds Aééeot kahals ™y wovyplav kpuyas élabev émBovAevov dua
s Hwlev émokdoews kol bs mdAw ol Ta pdppaxa diddvres ov yruva
8td T mkpdTyTa Tapéxovow, dAAa 14 €lbiopévy Tpody éyxpimTovow TNV 30
movypiav, ovTws Aéfets koupas kal oxipaTa émrerndevpéva éuPBalov m Tov
pibwy whdvy xai T s doeXyeias Hdovi) xai wpoolfeis TGV éopTdv TV pebny
kai Ty éotiav, va Papvvépevor pi mepiepyaoopebo Tov pibwy 1o Yeddos,
AN’ éopralwpey xab’ éavrdv yvuvoipevol da ToV olvov, TA® Pupopevor Oia
T doéBeav, aloxpa pbeyydpevor kai mwioxovTes. kai mwdvra évdédwke TN 35
»dovyy, o piy {prmby 6 Tis cwdpooivys ikdikos, émeady yap éwpa OTL
currelver els 1O Oetov Hudv 7 Yuxy), elodyer py dvras Geovs, va. 10D OvTOS
ixméowper Kai TovTows wepurifna poixeias, va pi) doKiowpLey cwppoc VY.

3. Tis yip dxovwy 61t Beds xatd TOV pdbov,—eimep ydp eioL Aeyouevo
Beol,—AaANd &) Tis dkovwy 6Tt Beds Tis v kai wpbTOS Oedv Tavpos yéyover, 40

2 émexeiploey 9 KaAov 12 Yevdos 17 yevvatae, cf. 7.32,8. 8
20 THs dmarys, cf, 7. 30 34 T)Aov Pupovuevol 38 poxeipas (sic)
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